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WASHINGTON, April 2--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture today reported the following recent developments in 
U.o. agricultural trade: 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS 


U.S. agricultural imports during February 1982 were down 35 percent 
from the same month last year, totaling almost $1.07 billion. A 22-percent 
decline in total import volume, coupled with a 16-percent decline in unit pri- 
ces, were responsible. This sharp drop in value is a continuation of monthly — 
import declines experienced through this fiscal year (October 1981-February a5 
1982). The cumulative fiscal 1982 import total is $6.35 billion--down 18 per=~ 
cent from the same 5-month period last year. Continued reductions if=the “2% 
value of sugar, coffee, rubber and gums, and beef imports were chiefly re- oe 
sponsible for February 's poor showing. cp Frese) 


Sugar imports during February were down 84 percent in value ‘ to $29 ie 


million because of 48 and 65 percent declines in import prices and volume, re=Gic ce 
spectively. Lower prices appear to be the result of a record 1981/82 world Se ras 
Sugar crop. Reduced import volume is attributable to increased U.S. ‘supplies = 
because of record imports during December that were designed to avoid in- a 
creased 1982 sugar duties, as well as continued decline in U.S. per capita =. 


consumption of sugar brought on by increased substitution of high fructose 
corn syrup. 


The value of coffee imports fell 38 percent to $199 million, due to 
a 32-percent decline in volume and an 8-percent decline in unit prices. Like 
sugar, increased world production is responsible for the lower import price. 


Beef imports--at $70 million--declined 52 percent from February 
1981, the result of lower volume and import prices. Lower domestic beef pri- 
ces and increased availabilities are chiefly responsible. 


Fresh vegetables were one of the few major imports to increase in 
value, rising by 61 percent over the February 1981 level to $104 million. 
This was the result of a 12-percent increase in volume and a 42-percent in- 
crease in unit prices. The recent freeze in Florida is the primary reason for 
the increased import level. 


When combined with developments in U.S. farm exports, U.S. agricul- 
tural imports during February leave the monthly trade balance with a surplus 
of $2.43 billion, up 12 percent from February 1981. The cumulative fiscal 
1982 agricultural trade balance is now a surplus of $11.7 billion, 2 percent 
lower than the same 5-month period last year. 


—None= 


LYNN KRAWCZYK, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies may 


be obtained from FAS Information Services Staff, 5918-South, Washington, D.C. 
20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20260 





OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 


UeSe AGRICULTURAL IMPURTS FROM ALL SOURCES 


JCTOBER 19406 - FEBRUARY 1982 
: CuMULATI VF TO DATE : 
COMMODITIES UNIT: QUANTITY : : VALUF : 


0 ee bees of 


POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 


AGRICULTURE 


AGR 101 


FIRST CLASS 


Ee ee rt ere a 


: 


SLOSBV=OZ/ALELO/A1L-92/K220TF SIO BH=H927AL 19/41 -02/82: DIF 


CURRFNT MONTH ¢ FERRUARY) 


QUANTI 


1981 ¢ 


TY 


1982 


x 


> DIF 


few e ww wn we ee ee ee ee 
2 oe 


VALUF : 
> 3% 
19A1 0 06S 13902) «3 DIF 


we mew www wn ow we www we ow ow ee ee ne ee ee ewww ce cw www oe 8 ee ee ee ee een ne wenn en em ee www en on oe wn ween we wn oo ee eon nw ee we oe oe ee 


SUGAR & TROP. PRODS. 


OTHEReecccccccccscce:s MKK 


SUGAR, RAW & REFIWEDS MT ¢ 162869266 21490828 32 
SUEETEWERSceeccccceees MT & 250512) VBR7,34A -25 
COCOA & PRODUCTSseee: AT 3 164%+616 1529692 -7 
COFFEE ccccccccccecce: MT & 502,139 4790597 =-12 
ESSENTIAL OFLSeceooe: MT 3: 4o915 20491 =38 
TEAccccccccccccsecees MT & 330375 329644 -2 
SPICESceccccccccceses MT ¢ 55,961 46e61A -17 
FIBERScccccccceccoces MT & 369195 P6e7I8 =-26 
RUBBER & ALLIED GUMS: AT ¢ 2485756 2990283 17 


TOTAL cccccecccccces KKK 


GRAWD TOTAL cccccce: 







1960799073 7509826 <-30 
99,°95 74,234 -25 
39H—E?4 324e,07TA -19 
19595472? 191265193 -29 
47o734 290921 <-38 
$2594) $29277T === 
74,35 59.564 -20 
199151 185516 -2 
316535" 274.518 -14 
$15444 45561f -11 


2659196 
960435 
429A79 

107,635 

14302 
6.326 
10.896 
99027 
88,154 


MOTES WALUE UNITS ARE IN THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. LITER UNITS ARF IN THOUSANDS OF UNITS. 


OO INDICATES GUANTITY TOTALS ARE NOT MEANINGFUL WHERE UNTTS 


@-- INDICATES CHANGE LESS THAN 1 PERCENT. 
W/O INCLUDES BY-PRODUCTS. 


SOURCES UeSe CENSUS DATA (UNADJUSTED). 


CF MPASURE DIFFER. 
eee JNDICETES CHANGE GREATER THAN 999 PERCENT, 


929848 
185714 
43,554 
739632 
SAg 
79014 
8466 
20782 
60.321 


-65 
-31 
+2 
=i 
-41 
“16 
=2 2. 
-69 
-32 


177,857 29821 ~-t4 
319937 Te773 -76 
970565 94—512 -3 

3139445 199,053 <=34 

£9922 49658 -32 
12,890 112039 -14 
159236 42,521 -13 


2098) 2e4CB -19 
Ald olde 510543 -54 
199223 90454 -4 


TAG s236 4209825 -46 


TRADE AND ECONOMIC INFORMATION DIVISION 
TRADE AND MARKETING BRANCHsy IAS, FAS, USDA 


